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Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Strategic report

The directors, in preparing this Strategic report, have complied with s414C of the Companies Act 2006.

Principal activity
The company provides personnel and associated services to Ashurst LLP.

The results for the period are set out on page 7. No changes to the business took place during the period or are
planned for the future.

Review of activities and future prospects

Ashurst Commercial Services Limited operates as a service company for Ashurst LLP. Performance of the company
is governed by the agreed terms of service with Ashurst LLP. For this reason, the company’s directors believe that
further key performance indicators are not necessary or appropriate for an understanding of the development,
performance or position of the business.

The company expects to provide an increased number of personnel and associated services to Ashurst LLP in the
coming year as Ashurst LLP continues to seek efficient staffing solutions.

Principal risks and uncertainties

The company’s activities expose it 1o a number of financial risks including liquidity risk. The company did not hold
any derivative financial instruments during the year or at the year end.

The company’s management policy regarding liquidity risk is to ensure that it always has sufficient committed
facilities available to meet its foreseeable needs.

Approved by the Board of Directors
and signed on behalf of the Board

M B Polson
Director

24 January 2018



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Directors' report

The directors present their annual report and the audited financial statements for the year ended 30 April 2017.

Results .
The profit on ordinary activities for the year after taxation amounted to £369,737 (2016: £326,932).
The results for the year are set out on page 7.

Going Concern

The directors have considered the going concern assumption given the current economic climate and have reviewed the
company forecasts, as well as the forecasts for the Ashurst LLP group, for the foreseeable future.

After making enquiries and considering the above facts, the directors have a reasonable expectation that the company
has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Accordingly, they continue to
adopt the going concern basis in preparing the financial statements.

Directors
The directors who served during the year and thereafter unless otherwise stated were:

M B Polson

C Vigrass

J H Collis (resigned 31 May 2016)
P A Jenkins (appointed 1 June 2016)

Disabled employees

It is the policy of the company to consider fully applications for employment of disabled persons. In the event of
employees becoming disabled, every effort is made to ensure that their employment with the company continues and
that the appropriate training is arranged. It is the policy of the company that the training, career development and
promotion of disabled persons should, as far as possible, be identical with that of other employees. .

Employee consultation
The company places considerable value on the involvement of its employees and has continued its practice of keeping

.them informed on matters affecting them as employees and on various factors affecting the performance of the company.

This is achieved through formal and informal meetings and the intranet.

Auditor
Each of the persons who is a director of the company at the date when this report was approved:

e so far as the director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which thc company’s auditor is unaware; and

e the director has taken all the steps that he ought to have taken as a director to make himself aware of any relevant
audit information and to establish that the company’s auditor is aware of that information.

This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of section s418 of the Companies
Act 2006.

A resolution to re-appoint Deloitte LLP as auditor will be proposed at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting.

Approved by the Board of Directors
and signed on behalf of the Board

M B Polson
Director

24 January 2018

Broadwalk House
5 Appold Street
London

EC2A 2HA

[O%]



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited -

Directors’ responsibilities statement

The directors are responsible for preparing the annual report and the Fnancxal statements in accordance with
applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law). Under company law the directors
must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of
affairs of the company and of the profit or loss of the company for that period. In preparing these financial
statements, the directors are required to:

e select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
e make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
e state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed; and

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the company
will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the
company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the company and
enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible
for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of
fraud and other irregularities.



Independent auditor’s report to the members of
Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

We have audited the financial statements of Ashurst Commercial Services Limited for the year ended 30 April 2017
which comprise the profit and loss account, the balance sheet, the statement of changes in equity and the related notes
1 to 15. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United
Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice) including FRS 102, The
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland.

This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the company’s members those
matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent
permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the company and the company’s
members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of directors and auditor

As explained more fully in the Directors’ Responsibilities Statement, the directors are responsible for the preparation
of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view. Our responsibility is to audit and
express an opinion on the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and International Standards on
Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards require us to comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s Ethical
Standards for Auditors.

Scope of the audit of the financial statements

An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements sufficient to give
reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or
error. This includes an assessment of: whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the company’s
circumstances and have been consistently applied and adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by the directors; and the overall presentation of the financial statements. In addition, we
read all the financial and non-financial information in the annual report to identify material inconsistencies with the
audited financial statements and to identify any information that is apparently materially incorrect based on, or
materially inconsistent with, the knowledge acquired by us in the course of performing the audit. If we become aware
of any apparent material misstatements or inconsistencies we consider the implications for our report.

Opinion on financial statements
In our opinion the financial statements:

e give atrue and fair view of the state of the company’s affairs as at 30 April 2017 and of its profit for the year
then ended,;

e have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice; and

e have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

A Opinion on other matter prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

e the information given in the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report for the financial year for which the
financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and

* the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report have been prepared in accordance with applicable legal
requirements.. i

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the course of the
audit, we have not identified any material misstatements in the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report. give a true
and fair view of the state of the company’s aftairs as at 30 April 2017 and of its profit for the year then ended;



Independent auditor’s report to the members of
Ashurst Commercial Services Limited (continued)

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Companies Act 2006 requires us to report to
you if, in our opinion:

e adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been received from
branches not visited by us; or

e the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
e  certain disclosures of directors’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or

e we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Lpo Sen dee

Peter Saunders (Senior Statutory Auditor)
for and on behalf of Deloitte LLP
Chartered Accountants and Statutory Auditor
London, United Kingdom

24 January 2018



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Profit and loss account
For the year ended 30 April 2017

Turnover
Cost of Sales
Operating Expenses

Operating profit and profit on ordinary activities before
taxation

Tax charge on profit on ordinary activities

Profit on ordinary activities after taxation and retained
profit for the year

All results are derived from continuing operations.

Note§

2017 . 2016
£ £

10,104,943 8,231,990
(7,261,173)  (5,887,486)

(2,362,582) (1,952,505)

481,188 391,999

(111,451) (65,067)

369,737 326,932

The company has no items of other comprehensive income for the current or preceding financial years other than the

results above. Therefore no separate of comprehensive income has been presented.



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Balance sheet
As at 30 April 2017

2017 2016

Notes £ 3
Fixed assets :
Tangible assets 6 879,197 1,027,106
Current assets
Debtors 7 1,164,348 840,076
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 8 (1,624,579) (1,540,249)
Net current liabilities (460,231) (700,173)
Total assets less current liabilities and net assets 418,966 326,933
Capital and reserves
Called up share capital 10, 11 1 1
Profit and loss account 11 418,965 326,932
Shareholder's funds 11 418,966 326,933

These financial statements of Ashurst Commercial Services Limited (company no. 08475310) were approved by the
Board of Directors and authorised for issue on 2¢anuary 2018.

Signed.on behalf of the Board of Directors

M B Polson
Director



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Statement of changes in equity
As at 30 April 2017

At 1 May 2015
Comprehensive income for the financial year
Dividends paid on equity shares

At 30 April 2016
Comprehensive income for the financial year

Dividends paid on equity shares

At 30 April 2017

o

Called-up Profit
share and loss

capital account Total

£ £ £

1 187,040 187,041

- 326,932 326,932

- (187,040) (187,040)

1 326,932 326,933

- 369,737 369,737

- (277,704) (277,704)

1 418,965 418,966




Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 30 April 2017

1. Accounting policies

The financial statements are prepared in accordance with applicable United Kingdom accounting standards.
The particular accounting policies adopted, which have been applied consistently throughout the current and
prior year, are described below.

General information and basis of accounting

Ashurst Commercial Services Limited is a company incorporated in the United Kingdom under the Companies
Act. The address of the registered office is given on page 1. The nature of the company's operations and its
principal activities are set out in the Directors report on page 3.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention modified to include certain
items at fair value, and in accordance with Financial Reporting Standard 102 (FRS 102) issued by the
Financial Reporting Council. :

The functional currency of the company is considered to be pounds sterling because that is the currency of the
primary economic environment in which the company operates.

The company meets the definition of a qualifying entity under FRS 102 and has therefore taken advantage of
the disclosure exemptions available to it in respect of its separate financial statements. The company is
consolidated in the financial statements of its parent Ashurst LLP which are available to the public.
Exemptions have been taken in these separate company financial statements in relation to financial
instruments, related party transactions, remuneration of key management personnel and the presentation of a
cash flow statement. ‘

After considering the financial commitment from the ultimate parent undertaking, which has been confirmed
in writing, the directors have concluded that the company is a going concern and the financial statements have
been prepared on that basis, as described in the Directors’ Report.

Tangible fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost less accumulated depreciation. Depreciation is provided on all tangible
fixed assets at rates calculated to write off the cost, less estimated residual value, of each asset on a straight-
line basis over its expected useful life, as follows:

Leasehold improvements The shorter of the period of the lease, the expected use of the property
. and eight years

Furniture Four years

Computer equiprﬁent Three years

Office equipment Four years

Residual value represents the estimated amount which would currently be obtained. from disposal of an asset,
after deducting estimated costs of disposal, if the asset were already of the age and in the condition expected at
the end of its useful life. ;

Financial Instruments

Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognised when the company becomes a party to the contractual
provisions of the instrument.

Financial liabilities and equity instruments are classified according to the substance of the contractual
arrangements entered into. An equity instrument is any contract that evidences a residual interest in the assets
of the company after deducting all of its liabilities.

10



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 30 April 2017

1.

Accounting policies (continued)
Financial Instruments (continued)

All financial assets and liabilities are initially measured at transaction price (including transaction costs),
except for those financial assets classified as at fair value through profit or loss, which are initially measured at
fair value (which is normally the transaction price excluding transaction costs), unless the arrangement
constitutes a financing transaction. If an arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, the financial asset or
financial liability is measured at the present value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of interest
for a similar debt instrument.

Financial assets and liabilities are only offset in the statement of financial position when, and only when there
exists a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and the company intends either to settle on
a net basis, or to realise the asset and settle the liability simuitaneously.

Financial assets are derecognised when and only when a) the contractual rights to the cash flows from the
financial asset expire or are settled, b) the company transfers to another party substantially all of the risks and
rewards of ownership of the financial asset, or ¢) the company, despite having retained some, but not all,
significant risks and rewards of ownership, has transferred control of the asset to another party.

Financial liabilities are derecognised only when the obligation specified in the contract is discharged,
cancelled or expires.

Fair value measurement

The best evidence of fair value is a quoted price for an identical asset in an active market. When quoted prices
are unavailable, the price of a recent transaction for an identical asset provides evidence of fair value as long as
there has not been a significant change in economic circumstances or a significant lapse of time since the
transaction took place. If the market is not active and recent transactions of an identical asset on their own are
not a good estimate of fair value, the fair value is estimated by using a valuation technique.

Impairment of assets

Assets, other than those measured at fair value, are assessed for indicators of impairment at each balance sheet
date. If there is objective evidence of impairment, an impairment loss is recognised in profit or loss as
described below.

Financial assets

For financial assets carried at amortised cost, the amount of an impairment is the difference between the
asset’s carrying amount and the present value of estimated future cash flows, discounted at the financial asset’s
original effective interest rate, where this effect is deemed material.

For financial assets carried at cost less impairment, the impairment loss is the difference between the asset’s

. carrying amount and the best estimate of the amount that would be received for the asset if it were to be sold at

the reporting date.

Where indicators exist for a decrease in impairment loss, and the decrease can be related objectively to an
event occurring after the impairment was recognised, the prior impairment loss is tested to determine reversal.
An impairment loss is reversed on an individual impaired financial asset to the extent that the revised
recoverable value does not lead to a revised carrying amount higher than the carrying value had no impairment
been recognised.

Turnover

Turnover comprises fees chargeable to Ashurst LLP for services excluding VAT, all of which arose in the
United Kingdom. Turnover is recognised when the company obtains a right to consideration under the terms of
the service agreement.



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 30 April 2017

1.

Accounting policies (continued)

Pension costs

The company makes contributions to employees’ individual pension plans as applicable. The amount charged
to the profit and loss account in respect of pension costs and other post-retirement benefits is the contributions
payable in the year. Differences between contributions payable in the year and contributions actually paid are
shown as either accruals or prepayments in the balance sheet.

Taxation

Current tax, including UK corporation tax and foreign tax, is provided at amounts expected to be paid (or
recovered) using the tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively enacted by the balance sheet
date.

Deferred tax is recognised in respect of all timing differences that have originated but not reversed at the
balance sheet date where transactions or events that result in an obligation to pay more tax in the future or a
right to pay less tax in the future have occurred at the balance sheet date. Timing differences are differences
between the Company's taxable profits and its results as stated in the financial statements that arise from the
inclusion of gains and losses in tax assessments in periods different from those in which they are recognised in
the financial statements. )

Unrelieved tax losses and other deferred tax assets are recognised only to the extent that, on the basis of all
available evidence, it can be regarded as more likely than not that there will be suitable taxable profits from
which the future reversal of the underlying timing differences can be deducted. v

Deferred tax liabilities are recognised for timing differences arising from investments in subsidiaries and
associates, except where the Company is able to control the reversal of the timing difference and it is probable
that it will not reverse in the foreseeable future. )

Deferred tax is measured using the tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively enacted by the
balance sheet date that are expected to apply to the reversal of the timing difference. Deferred tax relating to
non-depreciable property, plant and equipment measured using the revaluation model and investment property
is measured using the tax rates and allowances that apply to sale of the asset. In other cases, the measurement
of deferred tax liabilities and assets reflects the tax consequences that would follow from the manner in which
the Group expects, at the end of the reporting period, to recover or settle the carrying amount of its assets and
liabilities.

Where items recognised in other comprehensive income or equity are chargeable to or deductible for tax
purposes, the resulting current or deferred tax expense or income is presented in the same component of
comprehensive income or equity as the transaction or other event that resulted in the tax expense or income.

Current tax assets and liabilities are offset only when there is a legally enforceable right to set off the amounts
and the Company intends either to settle on a net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability
simultaneously.

Deferred tax assets and liabilities are offset only if: a) the Company has a legally enforceable right to set off
current tax assets against current tax liabilities; and b) the deferred tax assets and deferred tax liabilities relate
to income taxes levied by the same taxation authority on either the same taxable entity or different taxable
entities which intend either to settle current tax liabilities and assets on a net basis, or to realise the assets and
settle the liabilities simultaneously, in each future period in which significant amounts of deferred tax
liabilities or assets are expected to be settled or recovered.

Foreign currency

Transactions in foreign currencies are recorded at the rate of exchange at the date of the transaction. Monetary
assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies at the balance sheet date are reported at the rates of
exchange prevailing at that date.



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 30 April 2017

1. Accounting policies (continued)
Leases

Rentals under operating leases are charged on a straight-line basis over the lease term, even if the payments are
not made on such a basis. Benefits received and receivable as an incentive to sign an operating lease are
similarly spread on a straight-line basis over the lease term.

In accordance with the transitional provisions of FRS 102, lease incentives on leases which were in existence
prior to the date of the transition have been spread over the shorter of the lease and the period to the first
review date on which the rent is first expected to be adjusted to the prevailing market rate.

2. Critical accounting judgements and key sources of estimation uncertainty

In the application of the company’s accounting policies, which are described in note 1, the directors are
required to make judgements, estimates and assumptions about the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities
that are not readily apparent from other sources. There are no critical accounting judgements and key sources
of estimation uncertainity. ’

3. Cost of sales

Cost of sales include: )
2017 2016

£ : £
Staff costs )
Wages and salaries 6,043,007 4,551,726
Social security costs 593,254 473,399
Other costs (including pension costs) 624912 862,361

7,261,173 5,887,486

The pension costs relate to defined contribution pension schemes. The total expense charged to profit or loss
in the period ended 30 April 2017 was £157,137 (2016: £130,652). The contributions outstanding and included
within accruals at the year end amounted to £26,747 (2016: £32,737).

Average number of people employed during the period (excluding members)

2017 2016
No. No.

Average number of persons employed:
Fee eaming staff : 46 50
Other staff 160 143
206 193

None of the directors received any emoluments for services to the company during the current financial year.



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

'NotesA to the financial statements (continued)
For the year-ended 30 April 2017

4. Operating profit
Operating profit is stated after charging:

Depreciation

Operating lease rentals:
Land and buildings

Fees payable to the company’s auditor for the audit of the company’s financial
statements

2017

£
438,591
420,615

4,728

2016

£
429,022
363,526

4,500 .

Fees payable to Deloitte LLP and their associates for non-audit services to the company are not required to be
disclosed because the consolidated financial statements of the parent company are required to disclose such

fees on a consolidated basis.

5. Tax charge on profit

The tax charge comprises:

Total current tax — UK corporation tax
Deferred tax

Origination and reversal of timing differences
Decrease in tax rate

Prior year adjustment

Total deferred tax (see note 9)

Total tax on profit

2017 2016
£ £
127,674 132,662
(12,585) (32,206)
(3,638) (6,445)
- (28,944)
(16,223) (67,595)
111,451 65,067

The standard rate of tax applied to reported profit is 19.92% (2016: 20%). The applicable tax rate'has changed
following the substantive enactment of the Finance Act 2014. Deferred tax has been recognised at 17%

following the substantive enactment of the Finance Act 2016.

During the year beginning 1 May 2017, the net reversal of deferred tax assets and liabilities is not expected to
be material. There is no expiry date on timing differences, unused tax losses or tax credits.



Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 30 April 2017

5. Tax charge on profit (continued)

The difference between the total tax charge shown above and the amount calculated by applying the standard

rate of UK corporation tax to the profit before tax is as follows:

2017 2016
£ £
Profit before tax ’ 481,188 391,999
Tax on profit at standard UK corporate tax rate of 19.92% (2016:20%) 95,843 78,400
Effects of :
- Expenses not deductible for tax purposes 555 4,220
- Non-deductible depreciation on assets not qualifying for capital allowances 15,053 17,837
- Change in tax rates - (6,445)
- Adjustments to tax charge in respect of prior periods - (28,945)
Total tax charge for period 111,451 65,067
6. Tangible fixed assets
Leasehold
improve- Computer Office Total
ments  Furniture equipment equipment £
Cost
At 1 May 2016 729,173 605,471 527,102 6,583 1,868,329
Additions 163,859 60,709 66,114 - 290,682
At 30 April 2017 893,032 666,180 593,217 6,583 2,159,011
Accumulated depreciation
At 1 May 2016 243,327 233,705 359,802 4,389 841,223
Charge for the_year 122,873 163,112 150,961 1,645 438,591
At 30 April 2017 366,200 396,817 510,763 6,034 1,279,814
Net book value
At 30 April 2017 526,832 269,363 82,453 549 879,197
At 30 April 2016 485,846 371,766 167,300 2,194 1,027,106
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Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 30 April 2017

7. Debtors

Amounts due from parent undertaking
Other debtors
Prepayments

All debtors are due within one year.

The amounts due from the parent undertaking are non-interest bearing and are repayable on demand.

8. Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Other creditors
- Social security and PAYE
- Corporation tax
Deferred tax liability (note 9)
Accruals

9. Deferred taxation

Deferred tax is provided as follows:

Fixed Assets
Other short term timing differences

Reconciliation of movement in year

At 1 May 2016
Timing differences:
- Capital allowances
- Other

At 30 April 2017

2017 2016

£ £
642,534 667,616
15,499 24,052
506,315 148,408
1,164,348 840,076
2017 2016

£ £
158,929 134,009
111,451 65,067
41,781 58,004
1,312,418 1,283,169
1,624,579 1,540,249
2017 2016

£ £

57,065 65,484
(15,284) (7,480)
41,781 58,004

£

58,004
(15,695)
(528)

41,781

Deferred tax assets and liabilities are offset only where the Company has a legally enforceable right to do so
and where the assets and liabilities relate to income taxes levied by the same taxation authority.
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Ashurst Commercial Services Limited

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 30 April 2017

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Called up share capital

Called up, allotted and fully paid:
1 ordinary share of £1

Movements in reserves and sharcholders funds

At start of year
Dividends paid
Retained profit

At end of year

Dividends

2017 - 2016

£ £

1 1

Called up Profit and

Share loss Shareholder's

capital account funds
£ £ £,

1 326,932 326,933

- (277,704) (277,704)

- 369,737 369,737

1 418,965 418,966

A final dividend totalling £277,704 per share was paid during the year (2016: £187,040 per share).

Related party transactions

The company has taken advantage of the exemptions under FRS 102 - 33.1A, Related Party Disclosures not to

disclose transactions with other wholly-owned entities in the Ashurst LLP group.

Financial commitments

Total future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating leases in respect of land and buildings

are as follows:

Within one year
Between'one to five years
After five years

Ultimate controlling party

2017 2016
£000 £000

663 649
1,223 1,765
1,886 2,414

The immediate and ultimate parent company and the ultimate controlling party of the company is Ashurst
LLP. The only group in which the results of the company are consolidated is that headed by Ashurst LLP.
Copies of the group financial statements can be obtained from Broadwalk House, 5 Appold Street, London

EC2A 2HA, which is the registered address.



